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The Painter is a Spy

The painter is a spy.

The painter spies after reality.

The painter spies after painting.

The painter roams the horizontal space of time.

The painter sneaks, tracks, assumes disguises
and observes.

The painter spies after the remnants of fortified
cities. Realism is a fortified city. Realism is
enclosed by a high wall and protected by zealous
guards with sharp vision and blind faith. The
gates of Realism open only to those who repent,
burn their clothes and crawl in as naked as
newborn babes.

Here is another city, its name "“Duchampia”
flashing above in electronic lights. Duchampia is
a modern and open city that continues to draw
in many new citizens. It offers a good quality of
life and each of its citizens has a personal video
camera.

Not far away stands a grand temple, constructed
in faith and deserted in haste. This is the temple
of the Abstract, its structures forsaken to the
winds. Many of its finely-cut stones are missing
from its walls and only occasional eccentrics find
refuge there, finding warmth in their sublime
sentiments.

And the painter searches the land, a land that
eateth up its inhabitants. He tastes its fruit,
digs into its earth and scavenges through its

piles of refuse. Here and there he encounters
refugees and other spies, residents of the place
and citizens of the world, who tell him that they
have found the way. The painter listens to their
stories, stays overnight and goes his way.

Lately the painter has heard about a great
metropolis being built with the burning desire of
artistic creation. This is "Hermeneutica”, an old-
new city with interpretation at its foundations
and endless stacks of words at its sky-scraping
tower tips. There too the painter shall visit.

The painter is a spy who attentively collects his
findings.
The painter arranges his findings, to see whether
they be good or bad.
Painting.
Larry Abramson
1992

First presented at the symposium “Painting the Visible:
Figurative Painting Today,” The Israel Museum, Jerusalem,
1992. Handed out at Abramson’s exhibition “Carobglyphics,”
Gallery of the Art Institute, Oranim, April-May 1993.

First Published in Studio 56 (Sept. 1994), n.p. [Hebrew]

Published in Larry Abramson: Paintings 1975-2010
(catalogue, curator: Ellen Ginton), Tel Aviv Museum, 2010,
pp. 311
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