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The group and the individual are the two core concepts that illustrate the
interaction between the personal and the social realms. A group is a collection
of individuals among whom social relationships are maintained. A group may
have objectives that determine how it operates. It can influence the individuals
who compose it, at times knowingly. And through it social values, norms, habits
and institutions develop. The individual, on the other hand, is an independent
entity that possesses its own identity and consciousness. In this respect, the
individual encapsulates the ability and the freedom to choose, to think, and to
behave ina manner that differentiates them from the group. The group and the
individual are closely linked: the group may impact the individual’s behavior,
while the individuals within it may shape the group itself. The processes that
play out between individual and group demonstrate the mutual connection
between them. The total dedication on the part of each of the Maamot to the
common mission empowered not only the group but also each individual
within it.

Throughout the production process, Hirsch’s language of film and Avishay
and Dar’s guidance were harnessed to the idea of examining the individual
and the general spheres. In the video work, an ongoing dialog was maintained
between the capture of the women’s portraits and the group photos. In Hirsch’s
video work, this dialog is apparent in his delicate treatment of the concepts
close-far and open-closed, which correspond with the precise and measured
movements selected by Avishay and Dar.

In his book children of Time and Residents of Space, Yehuda Greenfeld-Gilat
notes that the transition of millions of people from village to city during the
industrial revolution turned the need for territorial spatial definition into the
concept of privacy. As did other small towns, Ma‘alot-Tarshiha absorbed people

4 Yehuda Greenfield-Gilat (2015). Children of Time and Residents of Space, The Role of
Architecture in a Changing World, 22. Resling: Tel-Aviv.

who came from various villages and cities across the world. Ma‘alot-Tarshiha is
unique in its cultural structures and its human texture. It retains the character
of a village, with social and cultural ties embodied in communal groups such
as the Maamot. The southern section of the gallery in which the exhibition is
exhibited used to serve as a home to the city’s first settlers. Thus Hirsch, who
collaborated with Avishay and Dar and the group of veteran women of the city,
presents the links between the individual and personal sphere and that of the
group and the community in a space through which hover the spirits of the
place’s first townsfolk.

Hirsch'’s creation examines and demonstrates how the individual grapples with
social norms. The lone voice in the audio work represents the individual, while
the video work represents society. The latter includes elements of the world of
ritual, such as the synchronized movements of the women as they examine the
concept of identity and individual values of each of the participants in relation
to her community.

Meital Kilemnik
Curator

The Maamot group at the Dor La Dor Community Center, Ma‘alot-Tarshiha:
Ohayon Anita :: Elkayam Alice :: Buznah Esther :: Ben-Harush Tamar

Didi Mazal :: Zenati Rivka :: Chayun Hila :: Cohen Ruthy :: Lugasi Esther

Levy Yaffa :: Lahmani Hana :: Faig Rachel :: Rosenberg Mazal :: Shahin Mira
Shelouche Mali :: Shem-Tov Ilana



Installing the work in two rooms underscores and supports Hirsch's
investigation into the individual voice and its place within the group. While
the fragile individual voice expressing each woman’s longing for her mother
is clearly heard in the audio section, it is hidden in the group’s cohesive and
public appearance and silenced in the video work. In the group, the individual
lip movements that request one last kiss from their mother turn into gently
directed gestures and movements.

During the process of filming the video, the Maamot moved between strategic
points, sites and places of historical, communal, and cultural significance, as
well as those which the artist found to have potential for filming. Among the
locations chosen were the market, which constitutes a significant cultural
meeting place in the city, and which recently began to operate again after
being closed for an extended period owing to the war; the old commercial
center, which, ever since Ma‘alot-Tarshiha’s early days, served as a meaningful
communal site with an active cinema, a place where youngsters would meet,
and a site for folk dancing, but which was largely abandoned, with only a few
businesses still operating there; the steps through the lawn of the music
center, which enabled the artist to examine through filming the detachment
of the individual from the group while preserving the boundaries of the group
and protecting it, as he filmed the women at a distance from one another;
and the site of the iconic water tower identified with the city and visible from
a distance, which served in his video work as historical backdrop to the group
of veteran women and charged the video with additional significance in the
context of Ma‘alot’s disaster, which occurred nearby.?

The sites were selected partly to elicit reactions on the part of the group’s
members as well as passersby who stole glances and reacted to the process of

3 This refers to the tragic terrorist attack perpetrated in 1974, in which townsfolk, a
resident of a nearby settlement, and students and teachers from Safed who were
staying at Nativ Me'ir School near the water tower, were murdered.

setting up the scenes and the filming. Opening up the creative process served
to examine the group experience within wider circles: the Maamot’ agreement
and even their desire to take part in the creative process in the street, which
exposed them to passersby most of whom they knew, and the group support
that each of them received from the other members, reflect the power of the
group. It appears that this public creative process runs contrary to the intimacy
and sensitivity required in the process of recording the audio work displayed
in the first section of the exhibition.

Art has the capacity to serve as a tool to organize communities, to enhance a
common consciousness, to foster solidarity, and to bring about social change.
On their part, communities impact artistic creation, which acquires meaning
within a socio-cultural context. Yet an artist’s creative process that plays out
beyond the walls of their studio enhances the link and the mutual influence
between art and community. When the artistic creation process, which serves
as a tool for individual, cultural, and social expression and gives rise to feelings
and ideas, is exposed — it is likely to add a further layer to the discourse within
the community. Indeed, the creative process involving the Maamot group
invokes further perspectives. For example, the pioneering spirit of Galilean
Zionism embodied in each of the group’s members and their individual
journey to the northern city Ma‘alot-Tarshiha, acquire heightened significance
in these times of echoing explosions, warplanes, and fighting spirit, which
until very recently were part of their daily routine.

The creativity that took shape through the Maamot accompanied by the
dance artists Avishay and Dar, reflects Hirsch’s perspective, his approach, his
character, and the artistic content he sought to bring to the fore. Alongside
this, the group of women found its artistic freedom to express its character,
its singular communal, cultural, and local robustness, and elements of the
production processes with Avishay and Dar.
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Oded Hirsch

Maamot

In collaboration with the dance artists Or Avishay and Noah Dar,
the Dancer in the Community Project

Oded Hirsch is a multidisciplinary artist who expresses himself primarily
through film. In recent years Hirsch has addressed the relationship between the
individual and the group through his art. He plans and directs the scenes he is
about to film. This preparation covers the choice of site, camera angle, lighting,
objects, and the figures, alongside their bodily gestures. All these combine to
convey the core messages and ideas that run through his artistic work.

Hirsch’s artistic activity challenges the groups on which he focuses. Through it,
he examines the extent of the individual’s dependence on the group and how
strong is their allegiance to it. Most of his works address communities whose
members share a common ground, such as respected groups in kibbutzim,
ethnically homogenous groups, and groups that focus on a specific mission.
His works examine how the groups relate to the places and sites at which he
chooses to film them.

Ma‘alot-Tarshiha has always been a human mosaic. It was originally populated
by recent immigrants from various lands, such as Morocco, Tunisia, Spain,
Algeria, and Romania. Over the years they were joined by veteran Israelis and
immigrants from the Soviet Union and India. The city’s community center

has for some years now run the Dancer in the Community Project sponsored
by the Education Ministry. Two dance artists, Or Avishay and Noa Dar, work
with a group of women who have lived in the city for many years, known as
Maamot' Once a week they connect this community of women to the world of
movement and dance. The language of movement constitutes a unifying and
enjoyable community activity, and over time a deep and loving relationship
has blossomed between the two artists and the group of local women. Their
meetings have generated a shared language, movements and bodily gestures
acquired names, and the series of names evolved into joint activity and into
delicate and sensitive dance.

The gallery at Ma‘alot-Tarshiha’s Art Center invited Hirsch to create a new
artwork in collaboration with a group within the community, and he teamed
up with the Dancer in the Community Project.? In the exhibition Maamot
displayed in the gallery at the Art Center, Hirsch documents parts of the
process of working with the group of women, guided by Avishay and Dar. The
products of the process with the group were dismantled and reassembled into
an audio and a video work. The video section was filmed in various locations
throughout the city, at carefully selected sites that bear special meaning for
the members of the group and the residents of Ma‘alot-Tarshiha.

The audio work in the first room of the exhibition documents the solo singing
of each woman in the Maamot group. In her mother tongue, each sings a song
her mother would sing to her as a child, and the audience is invited to listen
to the city’s human and cultural mosaic through headsets hanging from the
ceiling. In the second room, the video work documents the Maamot in scenes
staged in various parts of the city. The two parts constitute a single artwork.

1The Dor LaDor Community Center, which is active in Ma‘alot-Tarshiha’s local community,
has for many years hosted and promoted the Maamot group.

2 The Dancer in the Community project was initiated by the Ministry of Culture to
familiarize the local peripheral community with the world of dance and creativity.
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